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BATTALION CHIEF KENAHAN: December 28, 2001. 

The time is 2:28 p.m. This is Battalion Chief 

Dennis Kenahan from the Safety Battalion of the 

Fire Department of the City of New York. I'm 

conducting an interview with Firefighter Mike 

Regan of Engine 53 in the quarters of Engine 53. 

Q. Mike, just tell us the events as you recall 
them from September 11? 

A. Okay. Before we headed down to the Trade 
Center, we were assigned to a box on 42nd Street. We 
took that box in for a man stuck in an elevator. Took 
us a few minutes to get him out. We got back on the 
rig. They told us to stay 10-8. We started heading 
back, we started hearing Maydays and everything over 
the radio. Guys being stuck. We heard guys screaming, 
they were stuck under rigs. We weren't sure what was 
going on at the time. 

At about that time, we got an okay from the 
dispatcher to head down that way. We shot across to 
the west side, we came up the West Side Drive, West 
Side Highway. We got off the rig. I don't know how 
many blocks. We were parked a few blocks north and we 
headed down. We got to about the pedestrian bridge, 


right off Liberty. Sorry, the one -- 
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Q. The north bridge. 

A. The north bridge. Right near Vesey. People 
started screaming and running towards us that the 
second building was coming down. We were unaware that 
the first building even came down. We didn't hear 
anything over the radio on it. 

Q. You were working in the truck? 

A. Sorry, yes, I was in the truck that day. The 
Engine went down before us. They went down on -- 

Q. Ladder 43? 

A. Right. Okay. As everybody was running 
towards us, we waited for the cloud to disperse a 
little bit. Then we started heading in. People were 
running towards us. I was giving oxygen to people that 
were gasping for air, and when we finally got in there, 
there were a couple of Chiefs and a couple of people 
yelling and screaming about you know, fire over there, 
secondary explosions and we stretched a line off a rig 
and started putting out fires, me and Jerry Suden. 
Lieutenant Rohan told us to stay with that, that we 
would team back up. 

I guess we were operating for -- it's hard to 
tell time, I mean time, time was so -- but we put out, 


I don't know, a couple of trucks, a couple of rigs, a 
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couple of civilian cars, then they started taking guys 
off the roof of, I think it was building 6. We helped 
them take them down in the stretchers. We got a few of 
them out. We teamed back up with Lieutenant Rohan. 

He got an assignment to -- he heard there was 
a Mayday for -- Battalion 2 was stuck inside. We 
hooked up with him and Battalion Chief Ferran. So it 
was me, Jerry Suden, Lieutenant Rohan, Johnny Colon, 
all from 43 Truck, and we headed over towards -- we 
went down Vesey to Church Street. We went into 
building number 5. We headed down the escalator of 
building number 5 and then we headed up into -- looked 
like a big crater. We found out later on that Chief 
Picciotto had some kind of megaphone. He had that 
going, and we started heading up that way. 

We made it -- couple of us made it up there. 
There were a couple of guys coming back down that were 
hurt, so me and I think it was Todd Frederickson helped 
them down, back out of the crater. We took them down, 
EMS met us down in the bottom of building 5. They 
brought them back up to the ambulance. We went back in 
and it wasn't as clear as it was when we first were in 
there. They already went ahead, Rohan and a couple of 


the other guys. 
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We were calling for them. We couldn't get to 
them. They kept on going up. We stayed there for a 
while. We couldn't get in touch with them so Ferran 
was with us at that time. He came back out with us. 
We regrouped in building 5, we got a bunch of guys 
together, we went out on to Church Street and we got 
some tools. He wanted to go back in and try to find 
another way in. We ended up coming around Church 
Street. I think we went down Liberty over to the west 
side. We tried getting in that way. They ended up 
coming out on the west side. That's where we hooked 
back up with them. That's about all. 

They wouldn't let us back in. I don't know 
what else. 

BATTALION CHIEF KENAHAN: Okay. That's good 

Mike. Thanks a lot Mike, for your help. The time 


now is 2:34 p.m. This concludes the interview. 


